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1. Contact Information 

 

Bob Randall, Executive Director 

Colorado Department of Natural Resources 

1313 Sherman St., #718 

Denver, CO 80203 

(303) 319-6832 (c) 

robert.randall@state.co.us 

 

2. Course Overview 

 

Welcome to the 2017 Natural Resources Practitioner-in-Residence Seminar.  The goal of this class is to 

facilitate your transition from student to practitioner by drawing on the experiences of some of 

Colorado’s most distinguished attorneys in the fields of environmental and natural resources law.  We 

will hear from successful lawyers who work with natural resources issues in a variety of professional 

settings, and we will engage with them and gain insight about opportunities in this field.  The speakers 

will include lawyers from law firms, companies, government agencies, and non-profit organizations who 

work with wildlife, water, oil and gas, minerals, public lands, renewable energy, Indian law, recreation, 

and other issues.   

 

Each guest lecturer has a personal story about his or her road from law school to their place in the legal 

profession today, and I have asked each to share their personal narrative with you, as well as to provide 

you with tips and guidelines, gained from their experience, that are required to practice law today.  I 

believe that the personal stories of these individuals will provide you with valuable insight into the 

practice of law, and that you will learn that there is no single route to success.   

 

3. Course Structure 

 

Each class will feature a guest speaker who will discuss a specific substantive matter, identified in 

advance, with which the speaker is deeply familiar.  Reading assignments will be distributed in advance 

of each class, and the classroom discussion will address the substantive matter and the reading 

assignment.  The speakers will also discuss how they work, their career path, and practical observations 

about what they do.  My goal is not to facilitate a weekly lecture from these practitioners, but to foster 
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an informed discussion between the speaker and seminar participants about real-world natural 

resources matters.   

 

I expect seminar participants to prepare before each class by reading the assigned material, reviewing 

the speaker’s bio and organization’s website, or seeking out related material identified in the reading.  

Seminar participants are also expected to participate actively in each class session by engaging with the 

topic and identifying multiple facets of the matter: legal, regulatory, financial, media, political, personal, 

and practical.   

 

Students will prepare a 1-2 page list of questions, observations, or topics for inquiry before each class, 

based on the readings or the speaker’s bio.  Students may ask the speaker about the subject matter, 

topics identified based on the reading(s), and related legal, strategy, and real-world issues – e.g. 

unforeseen challenges, consequences or lessons, etc.  In addition, I encourage students to think and ask 

the speaker about her or his career path, how they work with others, what they do on a typical day, or 

what skills they believe are needed to be a respected member of today’s legal community.  I encourage 

students to take advantage of the opportunity to engage with successful individuals who work in the 

natural resources field.   

 

During the semester, students will also attend one public proceeding involving a natural resource 

matter, prepare a 1-2 page memo containing observations and takeaways from the proceeding, and 

make a short presentation to the class.  The proceeding can be an oral argument in a Colorado court, an 

administrative hearing of a state agency such as the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission or Air Quality 

Control Commission, a hearing on a piece of legislation before a House or Senate Committee, or other 

similar proceeding.  I will be happy to assist students in identifying proceedings, schedules, etc.   

 

5.  Student Obligations and Grading 

 

Students are expected to: 

(1) Attend each class.  Each student may have up to two excused absences; beyond that, class grade 

may be lowered.   

(2) Review and analyze reading assignments and speaker’s bio and prepare 1-2 pages of questions, 

comments, or lines of inquiry prior to class.  These questions must be handed in at the 

conclusion of each class.   

(3) Meaningfully participate in discussions during class time.  I will track students’ participation in 

each class session.   

(4) Attend at least one public proceeding that concerns a natural resources or environmental 

matter, prepare a 1-2 page memo on the proceeding, and present a short summary to the class.   

 

Seminar participants’ grades will be based on their attendance, their written questions, and their quality 

of participation throughout the semester.   
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4.  Student Learning Outcomes 

 Students will gain insight into multiple facets of a legal practice from successful lawyers in the 

fields of natural resources or environmental law. 

 Students will gain experience reviewing and analyzing “real world” documents involved in 

natural resource matters and discussing complex natural resource matters with practitioners in 

the field.  

 Students will gain perspective witnessing natural resource practitioners taking part in public 

proceedings.   

 

 

Date Speaker Topic(s) Background on Speaker 

Jan. 8 Bob Randall Introductions & Course 
Overview 

https://cdnr.us/#/leader/Bob%20Randall  

Jan. 15 NO CLASS – MLK Day -- -- 

Jan. 22 Sam Knaizer 

Director of Government 
and Public Affairs, BP 
Lower 48 

Preemption and Local 
Control of Oil and Gas 

http://www.denverpetroleumclub.com/uploads
/2/4/3/5/24358711/sam_knaizer.pdf  

Jan. 29 Zeke Williams 

Managing Director, Lewis 
Bess Williams & Weese 
P.C. 

Beavers expansion at 
Arapahoe Basin Ski Area 

http://www.lewisbess.com/attorneys/ezekiel-
zeke-j-williams  

Feb. 5 Lori Potter 

Partner, Kaplan Kirsch 
Rockwell 

Strategic Lawsuits Against 
Public Participation (SLAPP) 
Suits 

https://www.kaplankirsch.com/People/Lori-
Potter  

Feb. 12 Jacki Cooper Melmed 

Chief Legal Counsel, 
Governor John 
Hickenlooper 

Hickenlooper v. Coffman  
(re. AG’s authority to sue 
federal government without 
authorization of Governor) 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacki-cooper-
melmed-b520b72a  

Feb. 19 Scot Anderson 

Partner, Hogan Lovells 

International Resource 
Development 

https://www.hoganlovells.com/scot-anderson  

Feb. 26 Nada Culver 

Senior Counsel & Dir. of 
BLM Action Center, The 
Wilderness Society 

TBD https://wilderness.org/bios/staff/nada-culver  

Mar. 5 Bob Randall Mid-Term Check-In -- 

https://cdnr.us/#/leader/Bob%20Randall
http://www.denverpetroleumclub.com/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358711/sam_knaizer.pdf
http://www.denverpetroleumclub.com/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358711/sam_knaizer.pdf
http://www.lewisbess.com/attorneys/ezekiel-zeke-j-williams
http://www.lewisbess.com/attorneys/ezekiel-zeke-j-williams
https://www.kaplankirsch.com/People/Lori-Potter
https://www.kaplankirsch.com/People/Lori-Potter
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacki-cooper-melmed-b520b72a
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacki-cooper-melmed-b520b72a
https://www.hoganlovells.com/scot-anderson
https://wilderness.org/bios/staff/nada-culver
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Mar. 12 NO CLASS – Spring Break -- -- 

Mar. 19 Jill Van Noord 

Of Counsel, Holland & 
Hart LLP 

Clean Power Plan & 
regulatory process 

https://www.hollandhart.com/jhvannoord  

Mar. 26 Howard Kenison 

Shareholder, Jones & 
Keller 

Using CERCLA to achieve 
positive results for 
communities 

http://www.joneskeller.com/node/811  

Apr. 2 Laura Chartrand 

Deputy Attorney 
General, Colorado 
Attorney General’s Office 

State Standing to Sue 
Federal Government  

https://coag.gov/press-room/press-releases/07-
07-16  

Apr. 9 TBD   

Apr. 16 Chris Neuman 

Shareholder, Greenberg 
Traurig 

Sue and Settle: 
environmental policy in a 
polarized political world 

https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/n/neu
mann-christopher-j  

 

https://www.hollandhart.com/jhvannoord
http://www.joneskeller.com/node/811
https://coag.gov/press-room/press-releases/07-07-16
https://coag.gov/press-room/press-releases/07-07-16
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/n/neumann-christopher-j
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/n/neumann-christopher-j

